106               TALES AND PROSE PHANTASIES

Seven entire feet, therefore, must be added to that which
would have sufficed if measured from the window. But
courage ! God, by the proverb of all nations in Christendom,
helps those that help themselves. This our young man
thankfully acknowledges; he reads already, in the very fact
of any spike at all being found where hitherto it has been
useless, an earnest of providential aid. Were it only for
himself that he worked, he could not feel himself meri-
toriously employed ; but this is not so. In deep sincerity he
is now agitated for the poor child, whom he knows and loves ;
every minute, he feels, brings ruin nearer to her; and, as he
passed her door, his first thought had been to take her out of
bed in his arms, and to carry her where she might share his
chances. But, on consideration, he felt that this sudden
awaking of her, and the impossibility of even whispering any
explanation, would cause her to cry audibly ; and the inevit-
able indiscretion of one would be fatal to the two. As the
Alpine avalanches, when suspended above the traveller's
head, oftentimes (we are told) come down through the stirring
of the air by a simple whisper, precisely on such a tenure of
a whisper was now suspended the murderous malice of the
man below. No ; theru is but one way to save the child ;
towards her deliverance the first step is through his own.
And he has made an excellent beginning ; for the spike,
which too fearfully he had expected to see torn away by any
strain upon it from the half-carious wood, stands firmly when
tried against the pressure of his own weight. He has rapidly
fastened on to it three lengths of his new rope, measuring
eleven feet. He plaits it roughly ; so that only three feet
have been lost in the intertwisting ; he has spliced on a
second length equal to the first; so that, already, sixteen feet
are ready to throw out of the window ; and thus, let the
worst come to the worst, it will not be absolute ruin to
swarm down the rope so far as it will reach, and then to
drop boldly. All this has been accomplished in about six
minutes; and the hot contest between above and below is
still steadily, but fervently, proceeding. Murderer is working
hard in the parlour; journeyman is working hard in the
bedroom. Miscreant is getting on famously downstairs ; one
batch of bank-notes he has already bagged, and is hard upon